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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Guidelines for Total Water Cycle Management Plans 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
An important element of the Environmental Protection (Water) Policy passed last year was the inclusion of the requirement for new Total Water Cycle Management Plans (TWCMP). These plans are relevant for local governments with a population of more than 10,000 people. 

The plans include components on effluent management, waste water recycling, sewage overflows, biosolids management and stormwater management. There is significant potential for overlap with other mandatory plans such as SAMPs and TMPs. The legislation provides that existing plans that meet the requirements of the TWCMP may be used as a substitute but qldwater and LGAQ have been advocating that integration should be completed at a policy level in DERM and this is currently considering streamlining all water reporting.

Regardless, the guidelines for the TWCMP are progressing, and the industry has been invited to provide comment on an early draft of the guidelines. Letters have been sent to all relevant councils requesting comments on the draft. The draft document has also been placed on the members-only area of the www.qldwater.com.au website (under main menu/water issues - members must login in first) and we invite any councils wishing to contribute to an integrated response to pass comments to Ross Kirkman (Ross_Kirkman@lgaq.asn.au)  before the 28th of April.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Healthy HeadWaters Coal Seam Gas Water Feasibility Study 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Healthy HeadWaters Coal Seam Gas Water Feasibility Study Stakeholder Update Meeting will be held on Thursday 22 April from 10am until 4pm in the Green Room, 203 Tor Street, Toowoomba.

The aim of this meeting is to update key stakeholders on the progress to date of the Coal Seam Gas Water Feasibility Study, which has been underway for nearly a year.
The Coal Seam Gas Water Feasibility Study is analysing the opportunities for, and the risks and practicability of, using coal seam gas (CSG) water to assist in achieving the long-term goals in the QMDB of transitioning irrigation communities to lower water availability and securing viability of ecological assets. The study is being managed by the Queensland Department of Environment and Resource Management with $5 million of funding from the Commonwealth Government as part of the Healthy HeadWaters Program.

The main focus will be the findings from the South West Queensland Water Demand Analysis which is nearing completion. These findings will be presented by the consultants from Psi-Delta and MWH who undertook this activity.

Updates will also be provided on the progress of Activities 3 and 4. These activities are examining issues associated with using CSG water for irrigation and releasing CSG water into streams. These activities commenced in mid-2009 and are being undertaken by project teams within DERM.

An overview will be provided on the groundwater-related activities of the study. These activities will examine the potential impacts of CSG extraction on groundwater resources. These activities are to be delivered through a series of consultancies which will be initiated shortly.

More details on the Coal Seam Gas Feasibility Study together with the Stakeholder Update flyer is available on the www.qldwater.com.au website under Main Menu/Water Issues.

To RSVP or for further information, contact Angus Veitch on (07) 3330 5999 or Angus.Veitch@derm.qld.gov.au
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. AWA H2Oz Campaign 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The AWA H2Oz campaign is about creating greater awareness of and attracting people to the diverse breadth of opportunities in the Australian water industry. The AWA currently has 30 organisations involved which represent the breadth of entities: private consultancies, utilities and government as well as the national geographic coverage of the industry.

                                            
Great progress has been made so far with the collateral developed as well as the initial website being established: www.h2oz.org.au and receiving a lot of media and public attention and support. 
The website contains news and events, career pathways, course/education information, profiles, industry perspectives and a recruitment system that allows for positing of jobs as well as receiving general expressions of interest from applicants. The official launch of the H2Oz website coincides with National Water Week on the 19th October, 2010. 

The H2Oz Prospectus is available at the www.qldwater.com.au website under “Projects and Training”.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
